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What is Pupil Premium? 

The Pupil Premium Grant (PPG) was introduced in April 2011 by the Government. The PPG provides 

additional funding to schools and academies to help close the gap between children from different 

socio-economic backgrounds. The money must be spent on these pupils to support their education, 

but it is for the school or academy to determine how it is spent. 

Why does the Government provide a Pupil Premium? 

The government believes that poverty or low income is the single most important factor 

in predicting a child’s future life chances, with many pupils in low income families having low 

attainment by age 16. The Government believes that schools and academies can break the link 

between disadvantage and performance by supporting disadvantaged pupils to reach their full 

potential. Pupil Premium is the best way to address these underlying inequalities between children 

eligible for free school meals (FSM) and their peers by ensuring that funding to tackle disadvantage 

reaches the pupils who need it most. 

Who receives the Pupil Premium? 
 
Pupil Premium is allocated to pupils in year groups from Reception to Year 6 from low income 

families who are registered for FSM, or who have been registered for FSM at any point in the last 
six years, together with children that have been in care continuously for 6 months or more. Adopted 
children who have been in care continuously for 6 months or more prior to adoption are also 
eligible. 

  
What is the Service Premium? 
 
The Service Premium grant is for pupils who have a parent serving in the armed services. Unlike the 
Pupil Premium, this grant is not solely for raising attainment but for providing additional 
(mainly pastoral) support. 

  
Who receives the Service Premium? 
 
Pupils with a parent currently serving in the armed services and supporting their family, pupils who 
have a parent who died in action and those whose parents have left the service since April 2011 for 
other reasons, including injury. To be eligible, the parent must be supporting their family, so where 

they are separated or divorced a pupil will not be eligible. 
   
What obligations are placed on the academy and how should they spend the grant? 
 
Schools need to monitor the impact of their selected approaches to improve provision for pupils 
entitled to the Pupil or Service Premium. The Pupil and Service Premium is not ring-fenced 

and schools are free to spend it as they wish to improve pupils’ attainment. Devonshire Primary 
Academy believes that all children should be given the opportunity to reach their full potential and 
that not all pupils who are academically or socially disadvantaged are registered for free school 

meals therefore Devonshire will ensure that the needs of all pupil are met.  



Schools must spend the grant for the educational benefit of their eligible pupils. The grant can be 

spent on services that benefit pupils at the school or their families.  Pupil Premium grants can be 
carried forward to the next financial year if all the money is not spent in the year in which it is 
allocated. 

  
How are parents informed about the use of the Pupil Premium grants? 
 

The governing body is responsible for publishing information on the academy website every year on 
Pupil and Service Premium expenditure in the form of an annual statement. For those parents that 
are not able to access the internet, a paper copy of this information can be provided on request. 
The report details the funding received for the current academic year, as well as details of how it 

will be spent; there should also be details of how the previous academic year’s allocation was spent. 
This can be viewed this on Devonshire’s website under the Key Information heading in the menu 
bar. 

  
How are schools and academies held accountable? 
 

The Ofsted Inspection Framework ensures that inspectors look closely at the achievement of 
vulnerable pupils and in particular those who attract the Pupil and Service Premium. They 
have published a series of reports about how the pupil premium can be spent.  

 
How much are the Pupil Premium Grants worth? 
 
For the financial year 2017/2018 the allocations are as follows: 
The Pupil Premium funding is £1320 for each child registered as eligible for free school meals at any 
time in the last 6 years. 

The Service Grant is £300 per eligible child. 
Primary Academies receive £1900 for children who are Looked After. 
 

 

2017-2018 Pupil Premium Allocations & Eligibility 
 

Total numbers of pupils on role 431 
 

 

Number of pupils eligible for Pupil 

Premium (£1320) 

294 (68.2%) £388,080 

Number of pupils eligible for Service 

Grant (£300) 

2 £600 

Number of pupils eligible for LAC or 
post LAC (looked after children) grant 

(£1900) 

7 £13,300 

 Total £401,980 
 

Date of most recent Pupil Premium review 
 

September 2017 

Date for next Strategy review 

 

July 2018 

 

 

 

 


